


Vernacular or traditional architecture encompasses most of
the buildings of the world. It is the architecture of the
people, rather than for the people. It is not architect- The world’s first
designed but is customarily owner-built or community-
built, utilising available resources with traditional
techniques. This Encyclopedia is the first to show the

encyclopedia of
remarkable diversity of the buildings constructed and lived
in by the people of over a thousand cultures. the architecture
The first encyclopedia ever compiled on this subject of the people
An essential reference work for architects, anthropologists,
geographers, folklorists, planners, historians, conservationists and
all those who work in, or are concerned with, the built environment

Published in three volumes: Volume 1 focuses on the theories,
principles and philosophy that underpin traditional
architecture. Volumes 2 and 3 consider these principles within
specific cultural contexts

Comprehensive in scope, covering traditional or folk buildings
from the Arctic to Australasia, in cultures ranging from
Abelam to the Zuni

All climatic and environmental zones represented, from
montane to desert, lacustrine to riverine, permafrost to oasis

Every kind of group or culture and its architecture is included,
from nomads to pastoralists, peasants to urban dwellers

Architectural and structural details and principles are described
and fully illustrated so that they can be understood by students
of other disciplines. Similarly, anthropological principles
relating to social structure, family and kinship, religion and
belief, are explained where they have bearing on building

As building traditions vary widely within some countries and
extend across the political boundaries of others, the
Encyclopedia considers vernacular architecture within its
cultural rather than its national contexts

Over 750 contributors from more than 80 countries

More than 1,700 photographs, 1,000 line drawings including pla
diagrams, orthographic and computer-generated projections; 80
regional maps; c. 2,500 pages

Comparative Lexicon of 500 terms used in the study of vernacular
architecture with translations into French, German, Italian,
Spanish, Portuguese and Arabic

Glossary of over 1,200 specialist architectural or anthropological
terms

Largest Bibliography to have been published on the subject, with
over 9,000 references
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CONTENTS:

VOLUME I
Approaches and Concepts: Aesthetic; Anthropological;
Archaeological; Architectural; Behavioural; Cognitive;
Conservationist; Developmental; Diffusionist; Ecological;
Ethnographical; Evolutionary; Folkloristic;  Geographical;
Historical; Museological; Phenomenological; Recording &
Documentation; Spatial; Structuralist Cultural Traits and
Attributes: Domestic Routine; Economy; Family Type &
Cycle; Food; Gender Roles; Home; Kinship & Residence;
Language; Meaning; Nomadism;  Play; Politics; Religion &
Beliefs; Rite & Ceremonial; Social Structure; Spatial
Organization; Symbolism; Tradition & Transmission; Values
& Norms; Westernization & Cultural Interaction
Environment: Climate; Location & Site; Natural Disasters;
Population; Settlement; Territory Materials and Resources:
Animal Products; Earths & Clays; Grasses & Palms; Rocks
& Stone; Timbers; Used & Manufactured Production and
Components: Assembly; Cladding & Finishes; Integral
Furniture & Fixtures; Openings & Fittings; Roofs & Spans;
Supports & Floors; Techniques & Skills Service Systems:
Circulation; Cooking & Heating; Sanitation & Hygiene;
Ventilation & Cooling; Water Supply Symbolism and
Decoration: Decorated Elements; Inscriptions; Motifs; Rule
Systems & Rituals; Schematic Decoration; Symbolic Space
Typologies: Elevations; Forms; Plans; Spatial Relationships;
Structural Types Uses and Functions: Authority & Status;
Economic; Outbuildings; Sanctuaries & Temples; Shrines &
Funerary;  Social; TechnologicaljTemporary  & Transportable

VOLUME 2
Asia East and Central: Arctic Asia & Siberia; Central Asia
and Mongolia; China North; Korea; China South; India &
Northeast; Bangladesh; India, Northwest & Indus;  India
South & Sri Lanka; Japan; Kashmir & West Himalayas;
Nepal & East Himalayas; Thailand & Southeast Asia
Australasia and Oceania: Australia; Indonesia East;
Indonesia West; Malaysia & Borneo; Melanesia &
Micronesia; New Guinea; Philippines; Polynesia & New
Zealand; Taiwan Europe and Eurasia: Alpine; Baltic; British
Isles; Central Europe; Gallic;  Germanic; Lowlands; Nordic;
Russia; Ukraine, Belarus & Eastern Europe Mediterranean
and Southwest Asia: Arabian peninsula; Asia Minor &
Caucasus South; Balkans; East Mediterranean & Levant;
Iberian Peninsula; Insular Mediterranean; Italian Peninsula;
Mesopotamia; North Africa & Maghreb

VOLUME 3
Latin America: Amazonia; Andes & West Coast; Argentina;
Brazil, South; Caribbean; Colombia & North Coast; Mexico
North America: Arctic; Canadian Borderlands; East &
Northeast USA; Midwest & Lakes; Prairie Plains; South;
Southwest; West & Pacific Sub-Saharan Africa: East Africa;
Equatorial & Central; Ethiopia & the Horn; Guinea Coast;
Madagascar & Islands; Nigerian Plateau; Nile & Sudan;
Sahara & Sahel; Savanna Grasslands; South Central;
Southern Africa
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